[A case of Munchausen syndrome by proxy].
In this paper the case is described of a one-year-old girl who was diagnosed as to have the Münchhausen syndrome by proxy. There had been a single-sided, chronic parotitis, followed by a single-sided orbita-cellulitis. In the pathological-anatomical matter derived from the parotid a substance was found that does not belong to the human body (most likely to be alum), and which contained aluminium, silica, and iron. Based on pediatric, psychological, and child psychiatric diagnoses, the conclusion was that in all probability the matter was injected by the patient's grandmother, who acted as foster-mother. The grand-mother herself appeared to be a patient with the Münchhausen syndrome. After the girl was separated from her grand-parents, she soon recovered. Following after a total stay of 18 months in three different hospitals, the girl could be placed in a therapeutic foster home.